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CHANCERY CALENDAR 4 

EMERGENCY MOTIONS AND TROS 

 
 “TROs;” Notice.  A party wishing to present a motion for temporary restraining order 

(“TRO”) should deliver a copy of the motion papers (including the Complaint) to Chambers and 

request a hearing. The Court staff will set a hearing date and time. 

 

 Except in extremely unusual and compelling circumstances, demonstrated clearly and 

convincingly by the movant, the Court will require the movant to notify all other parties of the 

date and time of hearing. 

 

 The Court may, after reviewing the motion papers, decline to treat a TRO motion as a 

genuine “emergency” and direct the movant to notice the motion on the regular motion call. 

 

 Non-TRO “Emergency” Motions.  An “emergency” motion (other than TRO motions) 

is one as to which the movant wishes to circumvent the regular motion call (and spindling) 

procedure and/or the notice and timing requirements of the Supreme Court and Circuit Court 

Rules. Such motions are not favored! They rarely present a genuine “emergency,” which the 

Court defines as a situation which (i) was not reasonably foreseeable or avertable, and (ii) will 

result in irreparable damage to a party if relief is not obtained before the party can present a 

properly-noticed motion on the regular motion call (or on a date the case is up for some other 

reason). Since SCR 183 allows the Court to extend the time for most acts even after the original 

time has expired, the mere expiration of time is typically not “irreparable damage.” An exigency 

resulting from the movant’s own inaction is similarly almost never an “emergency.” 

 

 Procedure for Non-TRO “Emergency” Motions.  A non-TRO “emergency” motion 

must be noticed for the regular motion call (9:45 a.m., Monday through Friday), but need not be 

spindled. A complete set of the motion papers, marked “EMERGENCY,” must be delivered 

to Chambers no later than 2:00 p.m. on the court day before the hearing date. That will 

allow the Court to decide whether the motion is really an “emergency” and, if not, to notify 

counsel so that they can avoid an unnecessary trip to court.  

 


