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CHANCERY CALENDAR 4 

TRIAL PROCEDURES; TRIAL MATERIALS 

 
 Trial Dates; Length of Trial Day.  Trial dates are expected to be firm. The Court will 

attempt to accommodate scheduling needs of witnesses and counsel, but cannot guarantee to do 

so. Normally, trial days should begin at approximately 10:15 a.m. (on completion of the morning 

status and motion call). The Court will endeavor to provide five to six actual trial hours per day. 

 

 Motions to Continue Trial Date are not encouraged and should be made, if at all, well 

in advance and accompanied by affidavits or other material demonstrating a specific good cause 

for the continuance.  

 

 Court Reporters must be supplied by the parties. (If a trial is not reported, counsel will 

have to prepare a Bystanders’ Report for any appeal. The Court will review any such document, 

but will not itself prepare the document.) 

 

 Required Trial Materials, which must be submitted to Chambers not less than three 

court days before the trial begins, must include: 

 

 A complete, pre-marked set of all exhibits, including an exhibit list which identifies 

each exhibit and states whether (and, if so, why) any party objects to it. Parties should 

avoid duplication, and should stipulate to foundation wherever possible. 

 A complete set of all motions in limine and any supporting or opposing memoranda. 

(Substantial or crucial motions in limine should, if possible, be noticed on the regular 

motion call, rather than at the last minute as part of trial materials.) 

 Full transcripts of any evidence depositions which any party will use, marked to 

identify what portions will be offered at trial. 

 A complete witness list, specifying who will, and who may, be called by each party. 

Failure to disclose a witness will usually result in barring the witness. 

 

Opinion Testimony.  Parties expecting to offer opinion testimony must have available a 

copy of any discovery responses or deposition testimony which will support the 

testimony to be offered at trial. The burden is on the proponent of such testimony to show 

compliance with SCR 213.  

 

 “SANDBAGGING”—trying to catch a party unawares through surprise exhibits, 

witnesses, or testimony—WILL NOT BE TOLERATED. The object of a trial is to present 

fairly the evidence on all sides of the dispute, not to play “gotcha.”  

 


