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 STANDING ORDER FOR CALENDAR 14 

 

Judge:   John L. Huff 

Court Coordinator/Staff Attorney:   Valerie Leo (312.433.4701, Room CO11) 

Effective Date:   November 1, 2013. 

 

CIVILITY 
 

 Proceedings in the Child Protection Division are not intended to be adversarial in 

character.  705 ILCS 405/1-5(1).  The court appreciates all attorneys who contribute to 

the professional, civil atmosphere in Calendar 14 and the mission to safely reunify 

children with their parents whenever possible.   

 

DAILY SCHEDULE 

 

 All court personnel and caseworkers shall endeavor to maintain the daily schedule.  If an 

attorney or caseworker must be in another court, s/he shall inform the court coordinator 

when s/he expects to be available, and the case will be called next when the absent 

attorney or caseworker returns.  If the court is behind schedule, then cases will be called 

in the order set forth in the daily court call.  If a case is not ready to proceed, it will be 

passed to the end of the call and re-called with any other passed cases in the order listed 

on the daily court call.  If the court is behind schedule and a caseworker, attorney or party 

must leave before the case will be called in the ordinary course, s/he shall notify the court 

coordinator who will promptly call the case. 

 

 The morning call ordinarily begins at 9:30 a.m. in order to give attorneys an opportunity 

to meet with caseworkers and other witnesses.  Cases will be set for an earlier time at the 

request of counsel.  Caseworkers and attorneys are expected to arrive at least fifteen 

minutes before the time that their cases are scheduled to commence so they may consult 

and prepare for the hearing.   

 

 The above procedure applies to the afternoon call which ordinarily begins at 1:30 p.m.  

Generally, the afternoon call is reserved for trials, contested motions and lengthy or 

contested permanency planning hearings.  The judge is available for conferences with 

wards of the court and their guardian ad litem during the lunch hour and also following 

the afternoon call. 

 

 Counsel should be prepared to discuss at each hearing whether the child may be returned 

home, and if not, why not.   
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 In the event a court reporter is not available, proceedings will be tape recorded pursuant 

to Circuit Court Rule 19A.18(A).  However, the court will continue trials, contested 

matters and any other matter in which it is likely that a transcript will be requested.   

 

 Witnesses ordinarily must testify in person or by evidence deposition if unavailable.  A 

limited exception will be made to allow a witness to testify by speaker telephone for good 

cause shown (e.g., witness is downstate or out of state, in custody, disabled, seriously ill).  

A party who is otherwise unable to attend a hearing may also participate by speaker 

telephone for good cause shown.  Use of the speaker telephone must be prearranged with 

the court coordinator.  The witness/party must place the call to the courtroom telephone 

number which will be provided when the case is ready to proceed. 

 

 

MOTIONS AND BRIEFS 

 

 Unless all parties consent, a motion shall be in writing, and a presentment date and time 

scheduled with the court coordinator.   A routine motion (e.g., case closure due to age or 

adoption) may be presented whenever appropriate and need not be scheduled in advance. 

 

 A non-emergency motion must be scheduled with the court coordinator and filed with the 

clerk of the court at least eight court days prior to presentment so that the motion will 

appear on the daily court call.  Movant shall deliver a courtesy copy of the motion to the 

court coordinator the day the motion is filed with the clerk of the court.  The court may 

strike or enter and continue an unscheduled motion. 

 

 A motion shall state in the caption whether it is contested or uncontested, state with 

particularity the supporting facts, and cite and briefly discuss supporting legal authority.  

A copy of all cited case authority shall be included with the courtesy copy of the motion. 

 

 In the event a motion is contested, a briefing schedule, evidentiary hearing and/or oral 

argument may be scheduled when the motion is presented.  However, the court may hear 

and decide a contested motion upon initial presentment. 

 

 A courtesy copy of each brief shall be delivered to the court coordinator the day the brief 

is filed with the clerk of the court.  A copy of all case authority cited in a brief shall be 

provided with the courtesy copy.  The court coordinator shall provide all materials to the 

court when the motion is fully briefed.  If a party elects to waive filing a brief, counsel 

must notify the court coordinator and all other counsel no later than the due date of the 

brief. 

 

 An emergency motion may be presented at any time on any day the court is in session.  

Such a motion must involve some circumstance which could lead to irreparable harm to a 
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party if relief is not obtained before the moving party can be heard pursuant to the regular 

motion procedure.  If the court finds an emergency exists, the motion will be heard at the 

earliest practicable time.  If the matter is not an emergency, the motion may be denied or 

entered and continued.  To the extent possible, advance notice of presentment of the 

motion shall be given to all parties and the court coordinator.  Post-hearing notice of an 

emergency motion and ruling shall be given pursuant to Circuit Court Rule 2.2(b).  A 

courtesy copy of the emergency motion shall be delivered to the court coordinator as 

early as possible prior to presentment. 

 

 

PRETRIAL/PREHEARING PROCEDURE 

 

 Counsel for the parties shall consult in person or by telephone prior to a trial or other 

contested hearing regarding proposed stipulations of fact and agreement on admissibility 

of exhibits.  Except for any exhibit to which a party objects to its receipt in evidence, 

each party shall deliver its pre-marked exhibits to the court coordinator at least three 

court days prior to the trial date.  The court will review said exhibits prior to trial.  If the 

offering party intends to rely upon excerpts from an exhibit, counsel for said party shall 

consult with all other counsel and together, the attorneys shall identify all excerpts by 

highlighting the excerpts, placing tabs on relevant pages and/or providing a list of the 

page numbers of the excerpts to the court coordinator at least three court days prior to the 

trial or hearing date.  

 

 All court reports, therapy reports, service plans and other exhibits for a permanency 

hearing or other hearing, to which the parties agree upon admissibility, shall be delivered 

to the court coordinator at least three court days prior to the hearing so the court may 

review them in advance of the hearing.  The court may decline to receive a document in 

evidence if it is not provided pursuant to this paragraph. 

 

 Parties are requested not to offer testimony which repeats the contents of an exhibit that 

is received in evidence at a permanency hearing. 

 

 

TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS 
 

 In the interest of economy, it is requested that a pleading pursuant to section 1(D)(m)(iii) 

of  the Illinois Adoption Act (750 ILCS 50/1(D)(m)(iii)) and section 2-29 of the Juvenile 

Court Act (705 ILCS 405/2-29) allege no more than three additional nine-month periods 

following the initial “Ground (m)(ii)” nine-month period after adjudication.   

 

 Unless excused in advance for good cause shown, the minor’s foster parents must attend 

and testify at the best interest portion of a termination of parental rights hearing.  
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FEE PETITIONS 

 

 Fee petitions shall be scheduled for presentment at 9:00 a.m.  Counsel should consult 

with the Assistant State’s Attorney responsible for the case in advance to ascertain 

whether there is any question or objection regarding the petition.  In the event there is no 

objection, the petition will be granted without formal presentment and counsel need not 

appear.  Counsel should schedule the fee petition for a particular case at the same time 

and date that the case is scheduled for a hearing. 


