
Challenging Cases: 
Discussion



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M_ejjr2-4WE


Scenario 1

A dissolution proceeding involving a husband who is awarded a majority of 
parenting time.  The wife travels almost an hour to the husband’s home to pick 
up the children for her parenting time.  However, when the wife comes to pick 
the children up no one answers the door.  This has continued to happen multiple 
times.  The husband claims that he was at home each time but that he must not 
have heard the doorbell ring.



Scenario 1 - Question

Solutions:



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=03Rl5exupSo


Scenario 2

A dissolution proceeding involving a couple who has 3 minor children together.  
While the couple was married, they intended for the children to attend a magnet 
school in Chicago.  The father was awarded decision-making regarding the 
children’s education, as determined by the court appointed evaluator.   



Scenario 2 - The Issue

After this determination, the mother moved to a northern suburb over an hour 
away although the husband’s plans to send the children to the magnet school in 
Chicago had not changed. Both the mother and father are requesting additional 
parenting time.  The mother is a stay-at-home mom, but the father’s mother (the 
children’s paternal grandmother) is willing and has an available schedule to 
look after the children when they are not in school and the father is working.  



Scenario 2 - Question

How should the court resolve?

Solutions:



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=naSjj3RekZ4


Scenario 3

A parentage case involving mother who has majority of parenting time.  The 
child is 4 and the mother works nights.  The mother has the child’s maternal 
grandmother help take care of him.  Her cousin, who lives in New York, is in 
the Army Reserves.  When her cousin leaves for the Reserves (for 2 months 
twice per year), the maternal grandmother goes to New York to take care of the 
cousin’s children.  The mother allows the grandmother to take her child to New 
York during this time.



Scenario 3 - The Issue

A court order allows the father to exercise parenting time every other weekend.  
However, he has not been able to do so for the past 2 months because his child 
is still in New York.  Additionally, the father was not notified that the child was 
going to be in New York until 3 days prior to the child leaving the state.  The 
mother contends that she wants the father to have more parenting time 
responsibilities because of her work schedule, but that the father is not 
proactive in taking the child more often.



Scenario 3 - Question 

Solutions:



Scenario 4

A dissolution proceeding involving a husband who is a wealthy builder 
and a stay-at-home wife.  All their children are emancipated.  The 
couple owns a home in a wealthy suburb.  Prior to the filing for 
dissolution of marriage, the couple created architect plans to renovate 
their basement for $500,000.  Work had begun in the basement before 
the dissolution proceeding was filed.  The basement was left unfinished 
(wires hanging from the ceiling, drywall not installed, etc).  
   



Scenario 4  - Question 

The wife requested funds to complete renovation in the basement, but 
the husband objected and requested the renovation plans to be 
simplified.  The original plans included a bowling alley, a movie theatre, 
and a half-court basketball court. How should the court resolve?
Possible Solutions:



Scenario 5

A dissolution proceeding involving a wife who is a wealthy CEO, the 
husband is a stay-at-home dad.  The wife wants the husband to obtain 
employment.  The husband wishes to discover her financial records.  
She has refused multiple times to tender documents against the 
requests of her lawyers and orders of the court. 



Scenario 5 - Question

Solutions:



Scenario 6
A couple owns a summer home in the Hamptons.  They both want to be 
awarded time at the summer home and are requesting the same 
timeframe/days of the year (mainly holidays) at the property.

Possible Solutions:



Scenario 7

A dissolution proceeding involving a husband who is a wealthy business 
owner.  He generates over $75 million per year buying and selling 
businesses. The marital estate is currently valued at approximately $500 
million.  His wife’s lawyers want to enjoin him from buying and selling 
businesses because they are concerned that he will run-down these 
businesses or sell businesses for less than they are worth in an attempt 
to reduce his income level and dissipate marital funds. 



Scenario 7 - Question

Solutions:



Scenario 8

An enforcement proceeding where the husband moved to Illinois after 
his divorce in Texas was finalized.  The husband was awarded to pay 
child support to his ex-wife who still lives in Texas.  The husband owes 
his ex-wife $39,000 in child support.  He believes he is a sovereign 
citizen.  He does not work, even though he is not elderly, physically or 
mentally incapable of doing so.  However, he does stay at home to take 
care of his girlfriend’s disabled child.



Scenario 8 - Question

Solutions: 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fCuS78YHrOY


Scenario 9 - Part 1

A dissolution proceeding involving a couple who signed and executed a 
prenup.  The prenup stated that all real estate and income acquired by 
the husband would be his sole property, and his interest in such 
property shall remain separate from any marital or community property 
held by both parties.  After marrying, the husband took out a personal 
mortgage to pay for a side lot adjacent to the marital residence. 
Husband also claimed that he used his personal income and personal 
bank account to pay a portion of the down payment for the side lot. 



Scenario 9 - Question 1

The husband is the sole mortgagee listed, and the side lot has its own 
PIN, legal description, and property taxes.  Is the property marital or 
nonmarital?

Solutions:



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25HRP-iU88c


Scenario 9 - Part 2

The family used the side lot as a backyard of the marital residence, installing a 
basketball court, an outdoor dining area, and a grassy yard.  Property taxes and 
the mortgage for the side lot have been paid with funds coming from the 
parties’ mutual bank account, which has historically been used for household 
and child expenses, for 3 of the 5 years that the lot has been owned.  
Additionally, while the prenup stated that there would be future marital 
property, it did not mention the distribution of this property after dissolution.



Scenario 9 - Question 2

Solutions:



Scenario 10

A wife filed for dissolution. Two years later she filed for an Emergency 
Motion for Bifurcated Judgment for the dissolution and cited her 
impending death and wish to make estate plans for her emancipated 
son as the appropriate circumstances.  The husband requested an 
evidentiary hearing, however the wife died a week before the hearing 
was held.  The husband filed a motion to dismiss based on the court’s 
lack of jurisdiction upon the wife’s death.



Scenario 10 - Question

The wife’s attorneys asserted that there is no 
precedent to answer whether a court retains jurisdiction 
when a party has died after filing for bifurcation, but 
before a hearing on the bifurcation.  Should the court 
grant the husband’s motion to dismiss?

Solutions:


