
FACT PATTERN 

 

Ricky and Lucy divorced in 2012.  They had one child, Little Ricky, who was 12 when they 
divorced.  The divorce was very contentious, particularly with regard to Little Ricky.  Ricky 
created an alliance with Little Ricky against Lucy, and made sure Little Ricky knew it was Lucy 
who wanted the divorce.  The court appointed expert said that Ricky had developed a 
“psychological enmeshment” with Little Ricky which was harming his ability to develop his own 
identity.  Ricky then hired his own expert.  This expert reached the same conclusion.  Eventually, 
Ricky and Lucy entered into an agreement in which Lucy was designated as the residential 
parent, and Ricky had regular parenting time with Little Ricky.  When Little Ricky was with 
Ricky, they spent all their time together as Ricky did not have a regular job.   

There were many problems post-decree.   Ricky continued his campaign of undermining the 
relationship between Little Ricky and Lucy.  Little Ricky barely spoke to Lucy, and, when he 
did, it was with derision and scorn.  By the time Little Ricky was 14 he wanted to go live with 
Ricky.  In August 2014 Little Ricky was scheduled to return to Lucy and begin high school.  
Instead, Little Ricky locked himself in his bedroom at Ricky’s house and refused to return to 
Lucy.  Ricky was supportive of these efforts by Little Ricky to live with him, and did nothing to 
discipline him. 

Lucy had to go to court for an order of protection, and ultimately enlist the help of police in 
retrieving Little Ricky. 

Little Ricky is back with Lucy, but he refuses to go to school.  Subsequently, the court conducted 
an in camera with Little Ricky where the court learned that Little Ricky preferred to live with 
Ricky.  Little Ricky had nothing positive to say about Lucy, and nothing negative to say about 
Ricky.  Little Ricky said he has no friends and participates in no activities.   

The court appoints you as Little Ricky’s Child Representative.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 

• What is in Little Ricky’s best interests at this point?  What is most immediate?  Is this a 
crisis situation? 
 

• Should he live with Ricky?  Why or why not? 
 

• Should he live with Lucy?  Why or why not? 
 

• Should he live somewhere else?  If so where? 
 

• What gives the court authority to order any of this relief? 
 

• What things concern you about Little Ricky and his development? 
 

• What about his relationship with Ricky?  With Lucy? 
 

• What pleadings, if any, should you file as the Child’s Representative? 
 

• Would your approach be any different if you were a GAL or an attorney for the child? 


