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CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

DOMESTIC RELATIONS DIVISION 
 

JUDGE MARITZA MARTINEZ 

RICHARD J. DALEY CENTER 

50 W. WASHINGTON, # 3006 

CHICAGO, IL 60602 

312-603-7706 

CALENDAR 97 - COURTROOM 3006 

Maritza.Martinez@CookCountyIl.gov 

 

STANDING ORDER 

Amended June 4, 2019 
 

The purpose of this Standing Order is to establish emergency, pre-trial and trial rules and 

procedures. The Standing Order is intended to aide attorneys and litigants participating in 

litigation pending before this Court. The Court will consider exceptions to these procedures 

where special circumstances are demonstrated to the Court.  
 

 

CIVILITY 
 

Civility is an essential part of professionalism, and the Court expects all counsel to 

adhere to the standard and conduct set out in Part 13.11 (Civility) of the Rules of the Circuit 

Court of Cook County. Attorneys are not to interrupt their opponents while their opponents are 

speaking.  
 

 

PART 13 OF THE RULES OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY 
 

Attorneys and pro se litigants are expected to know Part 13 of the Rules of the Circuit 

Court of Cook County, which govern domestic relations proceedings. A copy is available at 

http://www.cookcountycourt.org/rules/rules/court_rules.html.  
 

 

EMERGENCIES 
 

An emergency motion or petition must be a true emergency and must be received by this 

Court no later than 9:00 a.m. on the date in which it is to be heard. The emergency must be set 

for 9:30 a.m. The Court will decide, prior to 9:30 a.m., whether or not the matter is deemed to be 

an emergency. A copy of the emergency must be presented to the Judge’s clerk, and proper 

notice must be given to the other party. Movant must email a copy of the emergency motion to 

the other party, and copy Judge Martinez at Maritza.Martinez@CookCountyIl.gov.  
 

Emergency Motions must set forth “with particularity in an affidavit or verification in 

support of the emergency motion” “facts identifying the nature of the sudden or unforeseen 

circumstances which give rise to the emergency and the reason why the matter should take 

precedence.”  Cook County Local Rule 13.4(a)(ii)(b).  
 

 

MOTIONS 
 

Motions must be filed with the Clerk’s office, prior to the time a date is obtained from 

this Court. Please Note: Illinois Supreme Court Rule 11(b) (4) and Cook County Circuit Court 

Rule 2.1(c)(i) for notice.  
 

The Court may strike, sua sponte, pursuant to Cook County Local Rule 13.4(a)(i)(c), any 

motion that fails to state with specificity the statute or authority relied upon for the relief sought. 
 

Discovery rules “contemplate that discovery will generally proceed without judicial 

intervention,” with most discovery disputes “resolved by counsel themselves.” Williams v. A.E. 

Staley Mfg. Co., 83 Ill. 2d 559, 563 (1981). Supreme Court Rule 201(k) requires a showing that 

http://www.cookcountycourt.org/rules/rules/court_rules.html
mailto:Maritza.Martinez@CookCountyIl.gov
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“counsel responsible for the trial of the case” have personally attempted to resolve the dispute. 

Accordingly, trial counsel is required to present or oppose any contested discovery motion. If a 

party’s position regarding a discovery dispute is found to be unreasonable, the Court will 

ordinarily order the offending party to pay the costs of the motion, pursuant to Supreme Court 

Rule 219 (c). Privilege claims in opposing discovery must be supported by a privilege log, 

pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 201(n). “The burden of establishing the applicability of a 

discovery privilege rests with the party seeking to invoke the privilege.” Chicago Trust Co. v. 

Cook County Hospital, 298 Ill. App. 3d 396, 401 (1998). Claims of privilege not in compliance 

with Supreme Court Rule 201(n) may trigger a sanction. See Supreme Court Rule 219 (c). 
 

 

COURTESY COPIES 
 

 

Unless otherwise ordered by this Court, courtesy copies of any documents or filings shall 

be delivered to the court at least three (3) business days before the date of presentment. If the 

movant fails to comply with this rule, the court may strike and reset the matter on the call.  
 

 

PRE-TRIAL SETTLEMENT CONFERENCES 
 

All attorneys who participate in pre-trial conferences are expected to be familiar with the 

case. The court will admonish the litigants prior to the pre-trial that if they agree to the pre-trial 

conference, the information learned or the suggestion of the Court will not be the basis for a 

substitution of judge. Attorneys are expected to have updated 13.3.1 Financial Affidavits which 

have already been exchanged and ready for presentment to the Court, along with the proofs of 

income detailed in 13.3.2(a). Counsel appearing at a settlement conference are expected to have 

authority to settle the case and have the client present in court or available by telephone. All 

settlements must be reduced to writing at the time settlement is reached. 
 

 

AGREED ORDERS 
 

Agreed Orders will be heard at 9:30 a.m. and must be signed by both attorneys and/or 

litigants. The Court reserves the right to modify or deny any order presented. No Agreed Order 

shall be entered which withdraws an attorney from representing a party or which modifies, 

changes or continues a trial date. 
 

 

TRIALS 
 

Trial dates are expected to be firm. Continuances will rarely be granted and only for good 

cause upon written motion, brought as early as possible, supported by an affidavit showing good 

cause for the requested continuance. The Court will attempt to accommodate the scheduling 

needs of witnesses and counsel. Fourteen (14) days before the trial date, the attorneys, or litigants 

if acting pro se, must provide the Court with a paper copy and an electronic copy (on a memory 

stick), of the following
1
:  

 

1. A written stipulation signed by the parties and/or their attorneys listing all pending 

matters. Any matters not listed are deemed waived and/or withdrawn. 

2. An estimate of the number of days the trial is expected to last.  

3. A list of potential witnesses.
2
  

4. All Motions in limine and responses thereto.
3
  

                                                           
1
 A joint submission is preferred; separate submissions are to be made only if, and only to the extent that, the parties 

cannot in good faith agree on joint materials. The parties are encouraged to avoid the duplication of exhibits and to 

stipulate to foundation and authenticity whenever possible. 
 

2
 Parties expecting to offer opinion testimony must have available, at trial, a copy of any discovery responses and/or 

deposition testimony that will support the opinion testimony to be offered at trial. The burden is on the proponent of 

the opinion testimony to show compliance with Illinois Supreme Court Rule 213(g). 
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5. Written stipulations between the parties and/or Supreme Court Rule 216 Admitted 

Facts.  

6. An Excel spreadsheet listing in columns, with each item having its own designated 

row, the exhibits’ identification numbers, succinct description of each exhibit and 

whether there is a stipulation as to foundation, as well as columns labeled: “offered by”, 

“admitted”, “not admitted” and “objection posed by”.   

7. Pre-marked and tabbed exhibits that the parties intend to introduce. 

8. Full transcripts of any Evidence Depositions, with each marked to identify portions 

that will be offered at trial, as well as an Affidavit of compliance with Supreme Court 

Rule 237 Notices and a statement of any outstanding dispute as to such notices.  

 

The Court does not provide Court Reporters for trials, motions or statuses. The Court 

does provide Court Reporters for Orders of Protection Hearings. If you desire a Court Reporter 

or Interpreter, it is most advisable that attorneys and litigants provide their own Court Reporter 

and/or Interpreter. The Court will make every effort to provide an Interpreter for short hearings, 

although the Interpreters’ limited availability may require a waiting period before the Interpreter 

appears in Court, and/or in rare circumstances, a continuance to another date. Family members 

are not allowed to interpret for any witness or party. If a trial or motion does not have a 

transcript, due to neither party or litigant providing one, counsel shall prepare a bystander’s 

report for any appeal. The Court will review any such bystander’s report, but will not itself 

prepare the document.  
 

 

EXHIBITS POST TRIAL 
 

The parties have thirty (30) days from the date of the entry of this Court’s final order, or 

thirty (30) days from the date of the last post judgment hearing date, to collect their exhibits and 

memory sticks. Thereafter, the exhibits and memory sticks will be disposed of.  
 

 

POST TRIAL 
 

 After, but not before, trial, the Court may request Memorandums of Law, in support of or 

in opposition to the matter before it, as well as Proposed Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 

Law and/or Trial Briefs.  
 

 

MOTIONS TO RECONSIDER 
 

Motions to reconsider are not favored. “The intended purpose of a petition to reconsider 

is to bring to the court’s attention (1) newly discovered evidence which was not available at the 

time of the first hearing, (2) changes in the law, or (3) errors in the court’s previous application 

of existing law.” Gardner v. Navistar Int’l Transportation Corp., 213 Ill. App. 3d 242, 248-49 

(1991). A motion to reconsider is not a second bite at the evidentiary apple and usually does not 

provide a separate and distinct issue, from the original ruling, for review by the appellate court. 

See Farley Metals v. Barber Coleman Co., 269 Ill. App. 3d 104, 116 (1994).  
 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

In the event of any inconsistency between this Standing Order and any order entered in a 

case before this Court, the order entered in the case will control over this Standing Order.  
 

ENTERED:  
 
/s/ Maritza Martinez_________________________ 

Effective, as revised:  June 4, 2019   JUDGE MARITZA MARTINEZ   # 2131 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
3
 Parties are encouraged to present any substantial evidentiary disputes before trial commences by means of Motions 

in Limine and to notice said motions prior to the trial date, if at all possible.  


