
CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

DOMESTIC RELATIONS DIVISION 

 

Honorable Helaine Berger 

1901 Richard J. Daley Center 

Chicago, IL 60602 

312-603-3008 or 312-603-6556 

 

Standing Order - Calendar 53 
Effective July 20, 2012; revised November 7, 2012 

 

 
The purpose of this Standing Order is to establish general pretrial, trial and prove-

up rules and procedures to aid attorneys and litigants involved in litigation pending on 

this calendar.  The Court will consider exceptions to these procedures in special 

circumstances.  If there is an inconsistency between this Standing Order and an Order of 

Court issued in the case, the Order of Court controls. 

The Court issues the dates by Order of Court.  You may not obtain a date for 

Calendar 53 from the Clerk in Room 802 (excepting prove-ups).   

 

SCHEDULE OF THE DAILY COURT CALL: 

 

Calendar 53 is a part of Team E (Judge Nega, Preliminary Judge) and hears trials 

and hearings assigned by either the Preliminary Judge or the Presiding Judge.  Prove-ups 

are heard on Thursdays. 

 

MOTIONS  

 

Scheduling:  Hearing dates are obtained from the Court or one of the staff. 

 

Filing:  Motions are filed in Room 802 of the Clerk’s Office. 

 

Notice:  Notice of the motion must be personally served (or faxed, if appropriate) 

no later than 4:00 p.m. on the second preceding court day, or mailed no later than the fifth 

preceding court date.  See Illinois Supreme Court Rule 11(b)(4) and Cook Count Circuit 

Court Rule 2.1(c)(i). 

 

Agreed Orders:  An “agreed order” is an order where both sides agree on form 

and content.  It is preferable to have both attorney’s and/or litigant’s signature on such an 

order.   These Orders may be presented to the Court at any time that Court is in session.   

 

Motions to Continue Trial Date:  These Motions are discouraged.  Motions to 

Continue Trial Dates must comply with Supreme Court Rules and will only be granted 

for good cause shown. 

 



 

PROVE-UPS 

 

 Uncontested or default prove-ups are heard on Thursdays at 9:30 am and 1:30pm.  

They are scheduled either by the Clerk’s Office or Order of Court. The following 

documents must be tendered to the Clerk: 

1. Uncontested Cause Stipulation or Motion for Default; 

2. Order of Default (if one has been entered); 

3. Stipulation and waiver of 2-year waiting period, if applicable; 

4. In Default by Publication cases: 

 Affidavit for service by publication; 

 Military Affidavit; 

 Certificate of Publication; 

Defaults will not be entered unless Petitioner demonstrates diligent efforts to 

locate the Respondent so Respondent may be served with summons; 

5.  In cases of Default after service of summons: 

 Military Affidavit 

 Proof of Service  

 Notice of Motion 

6. Proposed Judgment:  Prove-ups will not be heard without a Proposed Judgment; 

7. Marital Settlement Agreement and custody Judgment, if applicable; 

8. 28 Day Order; 

9. Court reporter information sheet. 

 

COURT REPORTERS/INTERPRETERS 

 

 Official Court Reporters are available only on Thursday for uncontested and 

default prove-ups.   

Should you wish a transcript of a hearing or trial, you must bring a court reporter.   

Official interpreters who interpret from Spanish to English are available on 

occasion for prove-ups; should you need a foreign language interpreter for a matter, you 

should provide one.  In cases of indigent litigants, please advise the court staff in advance 

of a scheduled hearing so one can be requested for you.   

 

HEARINGS ON MOTIONS/PETITIONS 

 

 If a case is set for hearing the following courtesy copies are requested:  

1. The motion/petition and response. 

2. Copies of caselaw upon which you rely.  (For any hearings for temporarily 

maintenance or child support, a completed 13.3 affidavit for both parties.. 

 

PRE-TRIAL CONFERENCES 

 

 With agreement of the parties and counsel, pretrial conferences will take place 

prior to all trials.   

 .     



 

TRIALS 

 

 Generally, trials will take place on continuous days after being sent to Calendar 

53 and begin at 9:45 and conclude by 4:15 with a short break for lunch. The Court 

expects compliance with Team E’s Trial Order which mandates courtesy copies of: 

 

1. Witness list 

2. Written stipulations 

3. Stipulated exhibits 

4. Petitions for contribution to attorney’s fees 

 

Parties may provide a court reporter at their own expense.   

 

EMERGENCIES 

 

 The local rule governing emergency motions is Rule 13.4(d)(ii).  Please be 

familiar with it as only emergency motions in compliance with that rule will be heard. 

Emergency motions shall be noticed for 9:30a.m. and shall be heard as soon as 

practicable. Courtesy copies of all emergency motions should be tendered to the court 

before 4p.m. on the day prior to hearing (at the latest). 

 

ISSUES SURROUNDING CHILDREN 

 

No minor children of the marriage should be brought into the courtroom without 

leave of court.  For those children accompanying their parents to court, the children may 

be taken to “The Children’s Room” on the 13
th

 Floor. 

 

PRO SE LITIGANTS 

 

Please be advised that you will be expected to be as prepared as an attorney when 

representing yourself; a judge is not allowed to give legal advice.  You may get assistance 

on the 30
th

 Floor at 8:30am from CARPLS.  Seminars are also held by the Chicago Legal 

Clinic every Tuesday from 12:30-1:30 in 1905 Richard J. Daley Center. 

The State’s Attorney (Child Support Enforcement Unit) will represent any parent 

(regardless of income) who has custody of the children on child support issues.  (to 

receive support, increase or decrease of support, collection of support).   

 

 

 

 

 

           

                            ENTER:___________________ 

                               Associate Judge Helaine Berger 


