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 Attorneys shall report to the courtroom immediately upon being 

assigned for trial in order to schedule a trial conference. The court is 

available to assist with settlement discussions; however, such will not 

delay the commencement of the trial.  

 You are encouraged to send documents electronically, including 

trial materials referenced below. The court relies on electronic 

research. Hard copies of cases are not needed, only correct citations.  

Opposing counsel must be provided with copies unless otherwise 

agreed. 

 

 

TRIAL CONFERENCE: 

  The following information and documents shall be presented: 

A) Estimated number of trial days 

B) Statement of the case 

C) Witness list 

D) Stipulations  

E) Motions in Limine 

F) Evidence depositions 

G) Exhibit lists and/or Exhibits 

H) SCR 213 disclosures  



I) Identification of objects and demonstrative 

evidence to be used at trial (photographs, slides, 

pictures, videotapes, exhibition of injuries, and 

courtroom demonstrations) 

J) When appropriate, short trial brief with attention to 

primary contested issues of fact, unusual issues of 

law and authority; 

K) Two sets of jury instructions, one marked and 

numbered, and a clean set.  Electronic copies are 

encouraged for easy modification.   

 

It will be determined if additional time is needed for motions in 

limine or evidence deposition objections before commencing jury 

selection.   

 

JURY SELECTION: 

 Thirty-six prospective jurors will be brought into the courtroom. 

 The random selection of eighteen will constitute the first venire. 

(one thru seven on the first row in the jury box, eight thru fourteen on 

the second row, and fifteen thru eighteen on the front bench) 

 The Court will conduct a general voir dire. You may submit 

sensitive questions that you prefer the Court to ask. Any proposed jury 

questionnaire should be given to and discussed with opposing counsel. 

Attorneys will be allowed to ask additional questions as the court 

deems appropriate. Questions shall not concern matters of law or 

instructions, argue the case, nor indoctrinate. See SCR 234. After attorney 

questions, outside of the presence of the prospective jurors, attorneys 

shall exercise their preemptory challenges as to the entire venire (18) 

in panels of four. Five challenges for each side. When there are 

multiple parties a total of eight challenges per side. You are allowed 

one additional challenge for alternatives. 735 ILCS 5/2-1106. Challenges for 

cause must be raised in sequence. 

  

TRIAL PROCEDURE: 

 Trial days begin at 9:00am and end at 5:00pm with an hour lunch.  

Opening statements are limited to evidence that will be 

presented at trial.  Evidence of questionable admissibility should be 

brought to the court’s attention before referencing it to the jury.  No 



argument allowed. Demonstrative exhibits are allowed and must be 

shown to opposing counsel in advance. 

 No talking objections. Just state the basis.  Limit your request 

for sidebars to matters that have not been previously ruled upon. You 

can make your record during recesses.  

 

 The court allows written juror questions at the conclusion of 

questioning by counsel. The sheriff collects the questions and they are 

marked and made a part of the record. The court will decide to admit, 

modify, or exclude a question. Out of the presence of the jury, counsel 

will be allowed to object to a question. 

 

JURY INSTRUCTIONS: 

 A working set of instructions is required before the end of the 

case. Although a formal jury instruction conference will be held prior 

to closing argument, the parties shall meet throughout the trial and 

identify instructions in dispute. Brief conferences will be held as time 

permits.  The marked set of instructions should be numbered for the 

court record 

 

CLOSING ARGUMENT: 

 The court will set a time limit based on the complexity of the 

issues and the length of the trial. 

 

DELIBERATION AND VERDICT: 

 Attorneys are not allowed to remain in the courtroom during 

deliberation. Attorneys must be present for the verdict. 

 

**************** 

 


