
Judge John P. Callahan, Jr. 

Law Motions, Calendar C 

Practice Information 

 

1. Section 2-615 motions attack the sufficiency of the pleadings.  There should 

be one, and only one, exhibit to a § 2-615 motion: the complaint or 

counterclaim under attack. 

 

2. If you need to attach an affidavit to your motion to dismiss, you should 

probably be bringing a motion under § 2-619(a)(9). 

 

3. Summary judgment motions should have at least two exhibits: the complaint 

and the answer to the complaint. 

 

4. When deposition testimony is attached as an exhibit, provide a complete copy 

of the deposition transcript, including all exhibits to the deposition. 

 

5. For motions with multiple exhibits, please provide a summary of the exhibits 

attached. 

 

6. For motions with multiple exhibits, the exhibits must be tabbed. 

 

7. When a motion requires evidentiary support, cite to the supporting exhibits 

with specificity.  Do not cite to your own statement of facts. 

 

8. Briefs should be double-spaced, one-inch margins, 12-point font or larger.  

The pages should be consecutively numbered, with the number centered at 

the bottom of the page.   

 

9. The page limit on all motions is 15 pages.  Do not submit a brief in excess of 

15 pages without prior leave of court. 

 

10. Quotations longer than three lines should be single-spaced, with an 

additional one-half inch indentation on each side.  Block quotes should be 

used sparingly. 

 

11. When citing to Illinois cases, please cite to the Illinois reporters (Ill. App. 3d, 

Ill. 2d and the electronic format for more recent cases).  There is no need to 

cite to a regional reporter, or to parallel cite. 

 

12. The electronic citation format is easy to use.  An example of a pin cite follows: 

2013 IL App (1st) 122987, ¶ 21.  No parenthetical is necessary. 

 



13. When citing to U.S. Supreme Court cases, please cite to the U.S. reporter 

only. 

 

14. The court uses Lexis, not West Law.  If you are pin citing an unpublished 

case on West, please provide a courtesy copy of the case to the court. 

 

15. Courtesy letters should identify the documents you are submitting to the 

court as well as the date and time the matter will be heard.  Remember to 

copy all counsel of record. 

 

16. When submitting documents for in camera inspection, your courtesy letter 

should briefly describe the reason for the inspection. 

 

17. In pleading, catch-all allegations of negligence are vague and improper.  Do 

not allege that the defendant “was otherwise careless or negligent.”  The 

court may strike such allegations on its own motion. 

 

18. In pleading, the phrase “including but not limited to” is vague and archaic.  

The word “including” is sufficient.  When you learn through discovery of other 

examples of the conduct complained of, bring a motion to amend your 

pleadings to add the additional allegations. 

 

19. When requesting or producing electronically stored information (ESI), always 

request or produce the ESI in its native format. 

 

20. When you ask the opposing party for a list, you are asking for information, 

not documents.  Requests for lists should be the subject of a Rule 213 

interrogatory. 

 

21. Take the time to write your orders clearly.  All written orders MUST be 

printed and legible.  Where there are multiple plaintiffs or defendants, the 

order should identify the concerned parties with specificity.  Remember, the 

order is part of the permanent record of your case. 

 

 


