
Standing Orders 

The Honorable Judge Daniel T. Gillespie 

In effect March 7, 2018 

Courtroom 2202 

1. The Court’s Emergency Motion Call is held Monday through Friday at 9:15 am. A 

Courtesy Copy of the Emergency Motion is to be delivered to Chambers no later than 

9:00AM, the day of the hearing. A Sign-up sheet is in the courtroom. Unless agreed 

upon, the movant must provide respondent with notice at least 24 hours prior to the 

hearing. As a general rule, an Emergency Motion constitutes a circumstance which could 

lead to irreparable harm to the party if relief is not obtained prior to the time that the issue 

could be brought on the court’s regular motion call.  

 

2. Motions for an order of default are NOT special routine motions. They must be spindled 

on the regular motion call. That said, the party seeking said order must comply with all 

requirements set forth in Section 4.2 of the Motion Judge’s Rules. This Court will review 

the motion and corresponding documentation from the bench.  

 

3. The Focused Case Management Call is scheduled for Tuesdays and Thursdays at 

10:15am.  

 

4. The movant in any proceeding relating to a rule to show cause motion must provide a 

court reporter for that proceeding. 

 

5. The movant in any motion to dismiss or summary judgment motion must attach a copy of 

the complaint to the motion.  

 

6. Movants wishing to dismiss a respondent’s pleading under both 735 ILCS 5/2-619, (2-

619) and 735 ILCS 5/2-615, (2-615), must file the 2-615 motion first, omitting any 

motion under 2-619, unless the movant’s motion is being brought for a statute of 

limitations issue under 2-619(a)(5). In that limited case, the movant is permitted to file a 

hybrid motion moving under both 2-615 and 2-619(a)(5) pursuant to 2-619.1.  After the 

Court rules on Movant’s 2-615 issues and all the parties’ issues involving 2-615 have 

been resolved, the parties will then be allowed to file a separate and distinct motion to 

dismiss pursuant to 2-619. A Movant waives his right to contest the sufficiency of 

Plaintiff’s complaint under 2-615 by filing a 2-619 motion. However, in limited 

circumstances, the Court may strike any 2-619 motions pending before the Court and 

allow the litigants to file a motion to dismiss pursuant to 2-615.   

   



7. The Court encourages the parties to tab all exhibits attached to courtesy copies submitted 

to the Court, so that the Court can easily turn to specific exhibits cited by the party while 

the Court examines the party’s brief, motion, etc. The Court does not intend for parties to 

incur unnecessary expense in carrying out Standing Order 7. For instance, “Tabbing” 

exhibits may include, but is not limited to, simply placing a post-it note on the outside of 

the first page of each exhibit attached to the materials submitted to the Court.  

 

8. Parties are encouraged to highlight or similarly indicate the specific portions of the 

deposition, contract, or exhibit which the party cites in its brief. Please use this feature 

sparingly. (Example: A genuine issue of material fact exists because in Plaintiff’s 

deposition she states that she fell over X, and Defendant’s manager states he saw 

Plaintiff fall over Y. The Party would highlight those two distinct sentences in the 

Plaintiff and Manager’s depositions).  

 

9. When submitting a petition for partial or full settlement to the Court, the Court considers 

the substance of the petition in accordance with the “Final Procedures Concerning 

Settlement Minors’ And Disabled Persons’ Personal Injury Cases And Wrongful Death 

Cases” and corresponding “Checklist” publications that can be found on the Cook 

County website. Litigants are encouraged to review this publication while drafting their 

petition for settlement. Furthermore, the Court requires that petitions for settlement 

submitted to the Court contain: 1) A copy of the controlling complaint, 2) Exhibits such 

as lien resolution letters (which do not contain sensitive information), and 3) All other 

materials which would adequately support the representations made in the petition for 

settlement. Petitions for settlement are considered on a case-by-case basis and are fact 

intensive. As such, the Court reserves the right to request that the petitioner submit 

additional documents or edit their petition for settlement in accordance with applicable 

rules and laws.  

 

10. All courtesy copies, motions, briefs, or other materials provided to the Court for 

consideration, shall contain the date and time the Movant will be presenting the issue 

discussed in the materials tendered to the Court. (Parties will usually adhere to this rule 

by placing a short letter containing the time and date of the hearing on the front of the 

material as a cover page).  

 

11. All courtesy copies, motions, briefs, or other materials provided to the Court which 

exceed four pages, shall contain page numbers on the bottom of each page, numbered 

sequentially.  A Movant’s opening brief and/or reply, excluding exhibits, shall not exceed 

15 pages. A respondent’s response brief shall not exceed 15 pages. Deviations from 

Standing Order. No. 11 must be made with prior leave of Court.  However, upon further 



notice, the Court reserves the right to allow litigants leave of court, to amend their motion 

to comply with Standing Order 11. 

 

12. Judge Gillespie welcomes pre-trial proceedings in hopes that the parties can reach an 

amicable resolution of their matter. All litigants conducting a pre-trial in front of Judge 

Gillespie must adhere to Judge Gillespie’s “Standing Order Regarding Settlement 

Conferences”.  

 

13. All Dispositive Motions must be filed prior to 213(f)(3) disclosures, unless otherwise 

given leave of Court.  

 

14. All Supreme Court Rule 215 motions and Supreme Court Rule 216 Requests must be 

filed at least 30 days prior to 213(f)(3) discovery taking place.  

 

15. Cases being prosecuted by a “Special Administrator,” which contain any other cause of 

action, besides claim(s) under the Wrongful Death Act, (i.e. claims under the Survival 

Statute) must procure letters of office from the probate court to maintain their action.  

 

16. When a deposition date is set, this Court expects litigants to adhere to that date. 

Proposing “tentative” dates to opposing counsel is unacceptable, as litigants use such 

industry terms as a method of gamesmanship to make it appear that they are resolving 

discovery issues when, in fact, those efforts are illusory. In addition, there has been a 

recent trend of parties cancelling depositions and subsequently appearing in Court 

requesting that they be allowed to propose “firm” dates for the canceled deposition by the 

next court date. This prevents meaningful discovery from taking place, allows the case to 

grow stagnant, and allows undiscovered issues/facts to remain undiscovered/unresolved. 

In an effort to combat this trend, this Court hereby orders that when a party cancels a 

deposition, the cancelling party must propose at least three (3) “firm dates” to opposing 

counsel within three (3) days after the deposition was cancelled. The parties are to 

reschedule the deponent within seven (7) days of the cancellation. If a deponent’s 

deposition was cancelled and not completed by the next court date, appearing parties 

thereupon have a duty, without prompting from the Court, to report: (1) That the 

deposition was cancelled, (2) The reason for the cancellation, (3) The firm date that the 

parties’ have already agreed on to take the rescheduled deposition, and (4) How many 

times that deponents’ deposition was previously scheduled and canceled. Upon finding 

that a party has violated this rule without good cause, the Court will sua sponte ask 

opposing counsel to pick a date that the deponent’s deposition will commence at the 

location of that counsel’s choosing. Any party failing to present and/or depose the 

deponent on the date the Court has ordered risks being barred from eliciting certain trial 

testimony from that deponent. The Court will continue to impose a discovery sanction at 



each subsequent Case Management Date until the deposition is taken, or the Court finds 

that the party has made a good-faith effort to abide by the Court’s orders and was 

prevented through no fault of his/her own. 

 

17. Litigants appearing before the Court on CMC or Status dates must have all of the Court’s 

last orders in their possession, and in chronological order. Furthermore, the orders must 

be legible. Failure to abide by this rule may result in the CMC/Status date being stricken 

and the parties being ordered to appear again in 7 days. Failure to abide by this rule on 

the next date will result in gradual sanctions being imposed.  

 

18. Pursuant to Local Rule 2.1(f), dispositive motions brought pursuant to 735 ILCS 2-301, 

2-619, and 2-1005 must be presented to this Court, and not merely filed, at least 60 days 

before the scheduled trial date. DISPOSITIVE MOTIONS PRESENTED WITH LESS 

THAN 60 DAYS BEFORE TRIAL WILL BE STRICKEN ABSENT LEAVE OF 

COURT. This 60 day rule becomes effective April 1, 2018, in order to give litigants time 

to acclimate to this Court’s new orders. Until that time, the 45 Day rule as set forth in 

Local Rule 2.1(f) controls.  

 

19. This Court requires that every attorney appearing in Court have a material understanding 

of the background of his/her case, the case’s procedural history and compliance with the 

Court’s last orders. A “material understanding” includes, but is not limited to, knowledge 

of: all witness/party depositions, compliance with discovery, the damages at issue, the 

Plaintiff’s cause(s) of action, Plaintiff’s medical treatment, the status of records, and any 

other aspect of a case that a lawyer representing a client would be expected to know.  It is 

a waste of the Court and opposing counsel’s time and resources for a party to appear and 

when asked a question, respond that they are only covering the case and “they’re not 

sure.” Such situations are frustrating, improper, and have in the past, resulted in the case 

having to be reset on the exact same issue. In order to remedy this problem, if the Court 

finds that a party has violated this rule without good cause, the litigant can expect his 

case to be dismissed with prejudice/held in in default, and/or the Court to order an 

attorney knowledgeable about the case to appear again within 7 days.   


