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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT, LAW DIVISION 

 

STANDING ORDER 

 

Judge Patricia O’Brien Sheahan 

Calendar D; Courtroom 2207 
 

Chambers:  312-603-6058; patricia.sheahan@cookcountyil.gov 

Court Clerk:  Christy Shores 

Law Clerk:  Elaine Kuntz 

 

 

Courtroom Schedule 
 

MOTIONS 

 

Routine Motions: 8:45 a.m. delivered to court clerk; pick up after 11:45 a.m., 

M–F  

Spindled Motions:   10:00 a.m., M-F 

Emergency Motions: 8:45 a.m. delivered to court clerk, M-F, heard the same day 

at 11:15 a.m. 

 

CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCES  

 

Initial Case Management Conference:    10:00 a.m., Tuesdays 

Continued Case Management Conferences: 9:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., M, T, 

Th. & F 

 

 

I.  MOTIONS 

 

Motions Generally 

 

1. All motions should be noticed for presentment (i.e., piggybacked) at the next case 

management conference.  Judge Sheahan requires the delivery of courtesy copies at least 

two (2) days before presentment of a contested motion.  Courtesy copies need not be 

delivered in an envelope unless the pleading contains under seal material. 

 

2. There are no briefing schedules typically on: (1) motions to dismiss under 735 ILCS 5/2-

615 (unless wholly dispositive without opportunity to re-plead); (2) motions to dismiss 

based on 2-622; (3) motions to compel discovery; and (3) motions for rulings on 

objections to discovery; and (4) motions for rulings on certified deposition questions.  Be 

prepared to argue these motions on the day of presentment.  
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3. The movant’s brief and the respondent’s response brief are strictly limited to 15 pages.  

Reply briefs are strictly limited to 8 pages.  All briefs must be typed in 12-point Times 

New Roman font, double spaced, with one-inch margins and page numbers on the 

bottom. Oral argument is available if requested.   

 

4. On all fully briefed motions, courtesy copies shall be delivered before 4:00 p.m. on the 

due date.  Hard copies with exhibits and a copy of the briefing schedule order should be 

delivered to the box outside Courtroom 2207 or directly to Elaine Kuntz, Law Clerk, 

whose office is located in Courtroom 2207.  

 

5. All discovery motions shall include a statement evidencing compliance with Supreme 

Court Rule 201(k). 

 

6. The notice of service on each pleading must include each attorney or pro se litigant’s 

address, telephone number, and email address and fully comply with Rule 11 and 131.   

 

7. The minimum notice requirements of all motions requires 5 FULL business days by mail; 

3 FULL days by hand delivery; or 2 FULL business days if served by e-mail or by fax.  

The notice and effective date of service must otherwise comply with Supreme Court 

Rules 11, 12 and Circuit Court Rule 2.1.   

 

8. Do not bring combined Section 2-615 and Section 2-619 motions. Sequentially, the court 

will resolve Section 2-615 issues first.  Section 2-619 motions are not ripe while a 

Section 2-615 motion is pending.   

 

9. At hearings on motions, the court typically will entertain oral argument and will generally 

rule from the bench.  It is the responsibility of the litigants to obtain a court reporter to 

make an official record of the proceedings. 

 

10. The court will not entertain oral argument on forum non conveniens motions, but will 

enter a written order based on the briefs. 

 

11. Motions and briefs shall include all exhibits in full; partial contracts or deposition 

transcripts are not acceptable.  Paper courtesy copies shall include protruding tabs for all 

exhibits, as well as a list/index of exhibits if there is more than one exhibit.  

 

12. Any motion not in compliance with this Standing Order is subject to being stricken by the 

court.  

Routine Motions 

1. All documents for routine motions including notices, motions and proposed orders, must 

be served on all parties who have appeared prior to being entered.  No changes, additions, 
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deletions or modifications to any routine motion documents will be accepted.  No 

handwritten routine orders will be accepted.  All documents must have the full case 

caption shown.  

 

2. Routine orders for “HIPAA” authorizations must state in the title “Order pursuant to 

HIPAA”.  HIPAA protective orders are the ONLY protective orders that are routine.  The 

HIPAA Order must be the form approved by the Presiding Judge of the Law Division or 

it will not be entered. 

 

3. All routine motions and orders granting leave to amend complaints, file counterclaims or 

third-party complaints must state what specifically is being amended.   

 

4. The following motions are routine: 

i. Issuing an alias summons; 

ii. Appointing a special process servicer (motion and proposed order shall include 

service agency’s name and license number in accordance with 735 ILCS 5/2-

202(a-5) and the name of the person to be served); 

iii. Vacating a technical default (but not a default order); 

iv. Filing an appearance; 

v. Adding a party before the start of oral discovery 

vi. Filing an answer, affirmative defense, counterclaim, or third-party complaint 

before the start of oral discovery (proposed pleading must be attached); 

vii. Filing a jury demand; 

viii. Issuing a summons (related to an amended complaint or a third-party action); 

ix. Issuing a subpoena in out-of-state litigation; 

x. Amending a pleading which does not add a party (specifying what is to be 

amended); 

xi. Stipulating to the withdrawal and substitution of counsel; and 

xii. Dismissing a party or case voluntarily on motion of plaintiff.  

 

5. The following can NOT be brought on the routine motion call: 

i. Motions to withdraw as counsel without substituting counsel; 

ii. Agreed orders for extension of briefing schedule or discovery deadlines; 

iii. Motions in any case filed in the calendar year 3 years or more prior to the 

motion’s presentment (i.e., “focus cases”); 

iv. Motions for an order of default. 

Emergency Motions 

The motion must be a true emergency or it will be stricken.  As a general rule, an emergency is 

some circumstance which could result in irreparable harm, damage or injury if relief is not 
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obtained prior to the time a party can be heard on the regular motion call.  The nature of the 

emergency must be clearly stated in the motion.  Emergency motions must be signed up in 

Courtroom 2207 no later than 8:45 a.m. on the day the motion is to be presented, with a courtesy 

copy provided to the court clerk at that time.  All reasonable efforts must be made to give actual 

notice to opposing counsel in compliance with Supreme Court Rules 11 and 12.  Motions to 

extend or compel discovery are not ordinarily emergencies.   

Petitions to Approve Settlement 

 

Petitions to Approve Settlement in cases involving wrongful death, survival, minor(s) or disabled 

individuals must be filed, with courtesy copies delivered to the Court, at least five business days 

before presentment, with a Word version of the proposed order delivered by email to 

elaine.kuntz@cookcountyil.gov.  All email transmittals must copy all counsel of record.  

Adherence to the Procedures adopted by the Law, Municipal and Probate Divisions is required. 

 

 

II.  CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCES 

 

Initial Case Management Conferences 

 

Pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 218, counsel familiar with the case and authorized to act shall 

appear at case management with a discovery plan.  This means that opposing counsel must 

confer with each other prior to the initial case management conference. 

 

At the initial case management conference, plaintiff’s attorney must present a detailed list of 

specials for case valuation.  Failure to do so will result in transfer to the First Municipal 

Division. 

 

The approved Law Division Standard HIPAA (form) Order shall be executed by the plaintiff(s) 

and presented by plaintiff’s counsel prior to or at the initial case management court date, 

pursuant to Law Division Administrative Order 17-4.  

 

Continued Case Management Conferences 

 

Counsel for each party who is familiar with the case must appear, unless otherwise agreed to by 

the parties, to inform the Court about discovery progress. All parties must appear with a copy of 

all previous orders.   

 

Rule 215 medical examinations must be completed and Rule 216 requests to admit must be 

answered before Rule 213(f)(1) and 213(f)(2) discovery is closed.  All requests for fact discovery 

after that point will be denied as untimely.   

 

Illinois Supreme Court Rule 213(f)(3) witness disclosures means that you have tendered the 

expert’s written report and have offered three dates for each deposition within 45 days of the 

disclosure date. 
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III. ORDERS 

It is the parties’ responsibility to prepare and present an order for entry.  If no order is presented, 

a matter on the case management call will be dismissed for want of prosecution; a matter on the 

motion call will be stricken.  All orders must be submitted no later than 1:00 p.m. on the day the 

case is called or motion scheduled to be heard, unless an extension is allowed by the court for 

special circumstances. Dates certain, e.g., “October 16, 2018,” not reference dates, e.g., “30 

days”  

IV. DISCLOSURES PURSUANT TO SUPREME COURT RULE 63(C) 

1. Judge Sheahan served as Associate General Counsel for the Rehabilitation Institute of 

Chicago (“RIC”), now known as the Shirley Ryan Ability Lab (1999-2014) and as a 

litigation associate at Baker McKenzie (1996-1999). Judge Sheahan will recuse herself 

from all matters in which RIC or RIC’s employed physicians are a party. 

2. Judge Sheahan recuses herself from all matters in which her spouse, Terrence J. Sheahan 

of Freeborn & Peters LLP or any attorney from Freeborn & Peters LLP is either a party 

or representing a party.   

3. Judge Sheahan recuses herself from all matters in which her nephew, Brian Hendricks of 

Reed Smith, is a party or representing a party 

4. Judge Sheahan serves on the Advisory Board of the Center for Disability & Elder Law. 

5. Attorneys with knowledge of these individuals’, entities’ or firms’ involvement in any 

matter pending before Judge Sheahan shall promptly bring this information to the court’s 

attention.   

IV. PRE-TRIAL CONFERENCES 

Judge Sheahan is available for pre-trial settlement conferences if all parties join in the request.  

All parties shall submit a memorandum with the facts of the case, an itemization of specials 

claimed, and the demand and offer to the court at least three days in advance of the given date.  

The parties with authority must be available in person or by phone during the scheduled time.  

 

Dated:  August 17, 2018 

      ENTERED 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Patricia O’Brien Sheahan 

Circuit Court Judge, Law Division 


